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Abstract submission form European Cetacean Society

	(1) Contact surname:
	

	(2) Contact e-mail:
	

	(3) Authors’ names:
	

	(4) Authors’ addresses:
	

	(5) Abstract title:
	

	(6) Abstract:
	

	(7) Word count:
	

	(8) Presentation type:
	poster preferred/oral preferred/either/video

	(9) Keyword 1:
	

	(10) Keyword 2:
	

	(11) Keyword 3:
	

	(12) Keyword 4:
	

	(13) Student award :
	undergarduate/postgraduate/no

	(14) Student grant:
	yes/no

	(15) File name:
	


INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMISSION OF ABSTRACTS

-A- COMPLETION OF THE ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FORM

1. Contact Surname: Provide the surname for the first author only. Please note that an individual may be the first author on one abstract only, irrespective of whether it is a poster, oral or invited talk. Only the first author may present the paper and fix the poster. The poster first author MUST register for the conference before the on-site registration. In case the first author is not registered, the abstract will be redrawn from the programme. The first author may name a co-author as a substitute by writing in advance to the organizers. The substitute must be registered for the conference and may only serve once in absentia (i.e. for one poster only).
2. Contact e-mail: Provide an e-mail address for correspondence about the Abstract.

3. Authors' names: give the authors' names as follows: premier author surname first. Use upper and lower case. Complete first and initial middle names. Number the authors as follows: Castro, Raul, (1) Evans, Peter G.H. (2) and André, Michel (3). Do not start a new line for each author.

4. Authors’ addresses: give author addresses as follows: (1) AZTI-Tecnalia Marine Research Division; Herrera kaia, Pasaia, E-20110, Spain; rcastro@pas.azti.es (2) Office: Sea Watch Foundation, 11 Jersey Road, Oxford 0X4 4RT, UK (3) Laboratori d'Aplicacions Bioacústiques, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC), Centre Tecnològic de Vilanova i la Geltrú, Avda. Rambla Exposició, s/n 08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú Barcelona, Spain. NOTE: if more than one author is at the same address, put both numbers in parentheses before the address e.g. (1,3) 135 Station Rd, Impington, Cambridge CB4 9NP, UK

5. Abstract title: give the title of the abstract as follows: TITLE, ALL IN CAPITALS
6. Abstract: enter the Abstract as one continuous paragraph. Do not indent the first line of the paragraph.

7. Word count: type the number of words in the Abstract here (excluding authors’ details, addresses and title, i.e. only what is included in box 6). THE TEXT MUST NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS!
8. Presentation type: delete all but one option. There is NO hierarchy between posters and verbal presentations. All Abstracts will be subject to anonymous review and selected on merit. The aim of the conference is to provide information in the most appropriate way to the maximum number of people. Some types of research and results are better communicated by a poster presentation and others by a verbal presentation. The form of presentation is not a reflection of the value of the research, merely its nature. If an author indicates either "POSTER PREFERRED" or "ORAL PREFERRED" and the Committee does not choose it for presentation in that format, it will be considered for presentation in the other format. If the author indicates "EITHER" and it is accepted by the Committee, it will be assigned as either a poster or oral presentation, whichever the Committee considers most appropriate. All poster authors will be asked to prepare one slide on their work (see “Instructions for Authors”) that will be displayed during the main Conference sessions. If you wish to submit a VIDEO, then the Abstract should briefly describe the content of the video and its running time.

9. -12 (1-4) Keywords: please classify the subject matter of your abstract to help the Committee assign it to reviewers and sessions. You may choose up to four categories from the following - please type them(exactly as below) in order of relevance (if four are not required, leave the entry blank but do not delete the row.
	Acoustics
	Feeding
	Physiology/Anatomy

	Behaviour
	Genetics/Evolution
	Stock identity/distribution

	Conservation/management
	Life History (reproduction)
	Surveys/Abundance

	Critical habitat
	Medicine/Disease
	New techniques

	Ecology
	Natural History
	Other


10. Student award eligibility: if you are eligible for a student award, please delete the inappropriate category. Applicants must send a photocopy of their validated student ID card to Roland Lick along with their membership/registration form(s). If the student is the first author of a multi-authored paper, the other authors or a supervisor must sign a declaration form stating that "we the undersigned affirm that the work presented in this abstract is primarily that of the first (student) author" and also send this to Roland Lick.

11. Student grant: Limited funds are available to provide grants towards travel/subsistence costs for students. If you wish to be considered please delete as appropriate. If you are earning a salary you are not eligible. The grants are intended for cases of real hardship. Please think carefully before applying for a grant.

12. File name: Before the abstract submission on-line system is effective, your abstract MUST be submitted by e-mail to ecs2007abstract@azti.net as an attached ‘rtf’ file using this ecs-abstractform.rtf file (or use the button on the conference web page). Please choose as a filename for the attachment the surname of the first author's eight letters of the surname e.g. guinness.rtf and type it here. An example of a completed form is given at the end of this file.

PLEASE NOTE:

Failure to follow these guidelines carefully or to meet deadlines will have to result in rejection of the abstract. If you have any problems or questions regarding the technicalities or submission, please contact ecs2007abstract@azti.net well in advance of the deadline.

-B- POLICY ON REVIEW OF THE ABSTRACT

The decision of the Scientific Committee based on the comments of the anonymous reviewers will be final. They have an unenviable and difficult job and it is inevitable that someone will feel hard done by. Please accept that it is impossible to please everybody. The Committee and the reviewers will have put in an enormous amount of time and will have done the best possible within the finite confines of the time and space available at the conference centre. There will be a single set of criteria for judging abstracts. Any data or models that add to our knowledge of marine mammals may be submitted. Research presented must be significant, previously unpublished and new to an ECS conference. Updates of a previous paper will receive low priority. Successful abstracts will contain:

1. A clear statement of hypotheses being tested or the specific objectives of the study

2. A brief description of methods

3. A clear statement of main results

4. A concise conclusion

Please note that abstracts of the form "will be discussed" will be rejected. In the past, authors have sometimes submitted generic abstracts as "place holders" whilst completing their research. However, with increased competition for time and space, this is no longer acceptable. Abstracts will be judged solely on their contents. The results of such research may be more appropriate for some of the Workshops. Workshop co-ordinators should be contacted directly. First priority when reviewing abstracts will be given to those that:

1. Test an important theory

2. Test a clearly articulated hypothesis

3. Use the experimental or comparative method

4. Are interdisciplinary

5. Report a significant new discovery or model

6. Introduce new methodology, or

7. Produce data on a poorly-known species.

Lower priority will be accorded to Abstracts that describe a process, range extension, population trend or other result without placing them in some larger context (evolution, the environment, management etc.).Again such papers may be more appropriate for some of the Workshops preceding or following the conference. Workshop co-ordinators should be contacted directly.

PLEASE NOTE: 

Do not submit an abstract that is merely a progress report or information on along-term programme (for example a strandings network) or a public awareness programme. These will automatically be rejected. However, we recognise the value of such information being made available to the people attending the meeting and a separate notice board will be available. Details of how to apply to place information on that notice board will be given in the second announcement.

EXAMPLE OF A COMPLETED FORM:

1. Contact surname: CASTRO

2. Contact email: rcastro@pas.azti.es
3. Authors’ names:Castro, Raul (1), Evans, Peter G.H. (2) and André, Michel (3)

4. Authors’ addresses: (1) AZTI-Tecnalia Marine Research Division, Herrera kaia, Pasaia, E-20110, Spain; rcastro@pas.azti.es (2) Office: Sea Watch Foundation, 11 Jersey Road, Oxford 0X4 4RT, UK (3) Laboratori d'Aplicacions Bioacústiques, Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (UPC), Centre Tecnològic de Vilanova i la Geltrú, Avda. Rambla Exposició, s/n 08800 Vilanova i la Geltrú Barcelona, Spain.
5. Abstract title: ABSTRACTS FOR PRESENTATION AT ECS CONFERENCES: STATUS OF THE ART.

6. Abstract: Many abstracts for oral or poster presentations are sent for review for an ECS conference. Not all of them follow the required style. In many instances, the information provided hardly has allowed the reviewers to get a proper idea of the work being described. This study presents a quantitative analysis of the style of the abstracts sent for review to the last 10 ECS conferences. A total of 3,896 abstracts were sent for review. The intelligent abstract software (ECSaps, 2003) was used to perform the quantitative analysis and the inter-conference comparison, as well as the statistical tests. Each abstract was first cut to the 300 allowed words, then the four component parts to be included: introduction, material/methods, results and conclusion,were looked for. On average, 66.3% of the abstracts did not follow the format required and 50% were too long, with no significant differences between conferences. Of the abstracts, 98% had an introduction, 50% had material/methods, while only 24% and 25% respectively, had results and conclusion sections. This shows that the majority of the abstracts do not conform to the ECS guidelines and that authors should read these guidelines more thoroughly and do the study before writing the abstract.
7. Word count: 204

8. Presentation type: Oral preferred

9. Keyword 1: Surveys/Abundance

10. Keyword 2: New techniques

11. Keyword 3: Behaviour

12. Keyword 4:

13. Student award : No

14. Student grant: No

15. File name: Castro.rtf
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